Prevention of bacterial infections in patients with advanced HIV infection.
In a study of 258 moderately neutropenic HIV-infected patients, Filgrastim (recombinant methionyl human granulocyte colony-stimulating factor) treatment significantly reduced the incidence of severe neutropenia and bacterial infections. Filgrastim-treated patients also had 54% fewer severe bacterial infections and 45% fewer days in hospital for any bacterial infections. No unexpected or new adverse events were observed and there were no differences in plasma HIV-1 RNA levels between the groups.